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B E L I Z E :   
A  C E N T R A L  A M E R I C A N  C O U N T RY  

 Borders Mexico, Guatemala, and the Caribbean Sea.  

 Declared independence in 1991, but continues it’s existence with 

undeclared borders with Guatemala.  

 Had political unrest in 2005 due to tax increase, as well several 

encounters regarding it’s borders, with Guatemala. 

 Has strong connections with England and the US and is developing 

stronger connections with Latin American countries, due to its location in 

regards to importing and exporting. 



BELIZEANS 
 Ethnicity comes from Mayan and Mestizo history, region, language, and 
religion.  

 The population is comprised of  Mestizo 48.7%, Creole 24.9%, Maya 10.6%, 

Garífuna 6.1%, other 9.7% 

 Country is known for avoiding ethnic conflicts.  However, recently, Central 

American migrants and refugees have experienced racial harassments and 
assaults. 



POPULATION 

 Population 327,719 (July 2012 est.) 

 Life expectancy at birth total population: 68.28 years  

male: 66.61 years/female: 70.04 years (2012 est.) 

 48% of  the population are 18 or younger. 

 43% of  the population are below the poverty line. 

 English is the “official language.” 

 Languages spoken are mainly English, Creole, and 

Spanish, with several Mayan dialects. 



LITERACY 

 Literacy definition: age 15 and over can read and write. 

 Total population: 76.9%:  male: 76.7%/female: 77.1% (2000 

census), but in 2003 had increased to 94.1% literate.  

 The teachers instruct in English. 

 Children with disabilities don’t usually go to school, but 

the government is working to make changes. 



EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 

 95.9% of  girls and 94.6% of  boys are enrolled. 

 It is required by law that all children attend free primary school, until the age 
of  14, where they would receive a Certificate/diploma awarded: Belize National 
Selection Exam. 

 Many do not, due to the cost of  required uniforms, books, supplies, and 
registration fees.  Girls are the first to be removed from school. 8.6% repeat a 
grade,  .8% drop out, and only 60% pass the standardized tests. 

 The curriculum, created by the Education ministry, is used for primary and  
only standards for secondary. 



URBAN 
SCHOOLS 

 The best schools in Belize are Catholic founded by the Jesuits and are 

located in the large cities. 

 The students wear uniforms, have ample supplies, and have well-

trained teachers. Classrooms have blackboards or white boards,  nicely 

painted walls, desks or  one-armed desk chairs.  Walls are print-rich. 

 “Forms” are the grade-level clusters of  Belize. Primary school is 

considered first form and junior college is considered a junior college. 

 Schools do exist that contain grades 1-12 comparable to US schools.  



RURAL  
SCHOOLS 

 The neediest rural schools, in these areas, often lack supplies.   

 Classrooms are equipped with warn furniture, walls and floors 

are often neglected.  Volunteers or missionaries help fix things up. 

 Toledo, a city in the south of  Belize,  struggles to get children to 

finish primary schools. 

 One out of  every two rural teachers have no post-high school 

professional education. 

 In 2002, 19% of  the teachers in these 900 primary schools were 

actually qualified to teach, based on the country’s teacher’s exam. 



NEW EDUCATIONAL LAWS 
School Attendance:  34. “It shall be the duty of  the parent of  every child 

of  compulsory school age who has not yet completed primary school 

to cause him to receive suitable education either by regular attendance 

at school or otherwise.” (BELIZE EDUCATION ACT CHAPTER 36 REVISED 

EDITION 2000)  

 $200 Belizean Dollars= $100 US in fines for failure to attend. 

 Educational Act of  2010: 

  100% of  teachers must have a teaching license. 
  Corporal punishment is banned in schools. 



 English is the official language of  
Belize, which helps in achieving 
political advancement. 

 Although English is the national 
language, Belizean Creole is the 
primary language.  Teachers will 
often use Creole to get their point 
across in the classroom. 

 Belize and the US have a very 
favorable relationship. 

 US supports the democratic 
system, some health and military 
aid, as well as tourism. 

 American tourism and 
retirement are welcomed. 

BELIZEAN VIEWS 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS ENGLISH ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
THE US AND AMERICANS 



IMMIGRATION& 
SETTLEMENT 

 Percent of  the Foreign Born From Latin America and the Caribbean 
Who Are Naturalized U.S. Citizens by Place of  Birth: 2010 (Data based on 
sample. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, non-
sampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/acs/www) 
        Country of  Birth             Estimate          Margin of  error (+/-)¹ 

*Other Central America includes Belize, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and 
Panama. 

 Largest communities in the U.S. exist in Maryland, D.C., Louisiana, 
Virginia, West Virginia, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, and 
Rhode Island. 



BELIZEAN 
VALUES 

 ¾ of  the population are Catholic/Christian. 

 Poor families continue to struggle to get a good education. The rural 

poor are often laborers and children miss many days of  school. 



WOMEN’S ROLES 

 Women are raised to be dependent on men. 

 There is still a double standard in education and the work force. 

 The government has begun women’s services and training to improve 

their quality of  life. 

 Education on health care and contraception has started to become 

available.  It is still a problem in rural areas, as well as, very poor big cities. 



SOURCES 
 Books 

Gorlach, M. & Holm. J. (1986). Focus on the caribbean: Varieties of  English around 
 the world. Amsterdam/Phillidelphia: John Benjamin's Publishing. 

       SLIDE 12 
Law Revision Commissioner (2000). Belize education act, Chapter 36, revised 
 edition. Belmopan, Belize: Government Printer.   
 SLIDES  7, 8, 9, & 10 
Merrill, T. (1992). Belize: A country study. Washington: GPO for the Library of  
 Congress.  SLIDE 14 

Mwakikagile, G. (2010). Belize and its people: Life in a multicultural     
 society. Pennsylvania: Continental Press.  SLIDES 5 & 6 



SOURCES 
 Internet Sources 
Travel State Gov. Belize, country specific information. (2013, February 7). Retrieved 
 from http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1055.htm  
 SLIDE 12 
Belize Development Trust. (2002, August). Belize primary school teachers 
 shockingly untrained!   Retrieved from http://belize1.com/
 BzLibrary/trust209.html SLIDE 10 



SOURCES 
 Internet Sources 
CIA World Factbook. (2013). Belize economy. Retrieved from http://
 www.theodora.com/wfbcurrent/belize/belize_economy.html SLIDES 7, 8, 9, 10 
Maps of  the World Web. (2013).  Belize education. (2013) Retrieved from 
 http://www.mapsofworld.com/belize/education/  

      SLIDES 7, 8, 9, 10 
Mongo Bay. Belize-ethnicity : The cultural diversity of  belizean society. (2000-2013). 
 Retrieved from http://www.mongabay.com/history/
 belize belizethnicity_the_cultural_diversityofbelizeansociety.html   

                     SLIDES 5 & 6 



SOURCES 

 Internet Sources 

Immigration and Permanent Residency. (n.d). Belize: Immigration and permanent 
 residency requirements. Retrieved from http: ambergriscaye.com/pages/town/ 

 immigrationpolicy.html   
      SLIDE 12 
Bureau of  Western Hemisphere Affairs (2012, June 20). U.S. Relations with 
 Belize.  Retrieved from http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/1955.htm 
       SLIDE 10 



SOURCES 

 Internet Sources 

UKESSAYS.(2013). Belizean Creole form of  English. (2003-2013). Retrieved from 

 http://www.ukessays.com/essays/cultural-studies/belizean-creole-form-of-english-cultural-studies-essay.php 

        SLIDE 10 

Every Culture. Countries and their culture. (2013). Retrieved from 

  http://www.everyculture.com/A-Bo/Belize.htm SLIDES 2, 3, & 4 

CIA Factbook. (2012, July 26). Belize population below poverty line. Retrieved 
 http://www.indexmundi.com/belize/population_below poverty line.htm   

 SLIDE 4  



SOURCES 
 Internet Sources 
CIA World FactBook. (2013). Belize school life expectancy (Primary to Tertiary 
 Education). Retrieved from http://www.index 
 mundi.com/facts/belize/literacy-rate   
 SLIDE 5 
Clay, T. (2009). Sub umbro floreo: I flourish under the shadow. Retrieved from 
 http://www.stetson.edu/law/international/caribbean/home/media/belize-pdf.pdf  
SLIDE 6, ,7, 8, & 9 
Belize. Education in Belize. (2013). Retrieved from: http://
 www.belize.comeducation-in-belize SLIDES 5, 6, 7, & 8 



SOURCES 

 Internet sources 

History Orb. (2002). Today in Belize history. Retrieved from http://
 www.historyorb.com/countries/belize  SLIDE  2 
Kairi Consultants Ltd. (2002). REPORT #495 June 2002 Poverty assessment report 
 of  Belize. Retrieved from: http://belize1.com/BzLibrary/
 trust495.html SLIDE 4 



SOURCES 

 Internet sources 

The Cornerstone Foundation. (n.d). Literacy program. Retrieved from http://
 www.cornerstonefoundationbelize.org/programs/literacy   

     SLIDES 5 & 6 

Paradise Hunter. (2012). Belize information. Retrieved from   

 http://www.paradisehunter.com/countryinformation/belize/living-there/  

     SLIDES 2, 3, 4 



SOURCES 

 Internet Sources 

UNISEF. (2011). The situation analysis of  children and women in Belize: An ecological review. 
 Retrieved from http://www.unicef.org/sitan/files/
 SitAn_Belize_July_2011.pdf    SLIDES 11 & 12 

U.S. Department of  Commerce. (2010). Percent distribution of  the foreign born from Latin 
 America and the Caribbean by region of  birth and state. Retrieved from 

 www.census.gov/acs/www) Web Site:  www.census.gov/acs/www    

    SLIDE 11 



SOURCES 

 Internet sources 

Sun of  Belize. (2005). Belize unrest. (2005). Retrieved from http://
 www.sunofbelize.com/en/2005_belize_unrest.php   

 SLIDE 2 



SOURCES 
 Magazines 

What do Belizeans really think of  foreigners? (2005). Belize Magazine, Volume 2, 
 (Edition 4). Retrieved from http://
 belizemagazine.com/edition08/english/e08_02content.htm   
 ONLINE Journals 
UNESCO_IBE (2006). World data on education: Belize. Retrieved from 
 http:ddp- ext.worldbank.org/EdStats/BLZwde07.pdf.   
Davidson, C., Billings, D., Friedman, D. (2013). Understanding family planning 
 in San   Ignacio. JGH: Journal of  Global Health. Volume 9 
 Spring 2013 Issue, Print ISSN 2166-3602. Retrieved from  
 http://www.ghjournal.org/jgh-print/spring-2013-issue/understanding-family-planning-in-san-ignacio-belize/. 



SOURCES 

 Images 
CIA World Factbook. Belize economy. (2013, February 14). Retrieved from
 http://www.theodora.com/wfbcurrent/belize/belize_economy.html  
Plenty International. Childbirth, education, and training in Toledo. (2012). Retrieved 
 from http://www.plenty.org/images/Belize-09/birth-midwife.jpg   
 SLIDE 12 
Cramer, C. (2013). Students connect Belize classrooms, gardens, communities. Retrieved 
 from  http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/2013/04/students-connect-belize-classrooms-gardens-communities 

 SLIDE 5 



SOURCES 

 Images 

Teen Missions. (2013) Missions. Retrieved from http://
 gallery.teenmissions.org/d/51700-2/135+home+church.jpg  

 SLIDE 13 
Casado Internet Group. (n.d).  Mom and child in rain. Retrieved from 
 http:www.belize1.com/pages/photos/art/momANDchildrainsm.jpg     
 SLIDE 13 



SOURCES 

 Images 

Atlantic International Bank. (2012). Painting classroom at Wesley primary school. 
 Retrieved  from http://www.atlanticibl.com/painting-classroom-at-

 wesley-primary-school/ SLIDE 9 

St. Joesph School-Belize. Pictures say a thousand words. ( 2012). Retrieved from 
 http://www.stjoseph.edu.bz/gallery   SLIDE 9 

Natural Light Productions Ltd. (2009). Spelling Maya Audience. Retrieved 
 from http://www.tumulkinbelize.org/tkgallery/tkgallery.php?album=/1st%20Spelling

 %20Maya%202009//&picture=05.jpg&fullsize=1#picf SLIDE 8 



SOURCES 
 Video 

National Anthem 
You Tube. (2011). Deer dance. Retrieved from http://
 www.youtube.com/ watch v=pvltP4Z9_EU&feature=player- 
 embedded http://belizeyellow.com/files/belize-national-
 anthem-land-of-the-free-instrumental.ogg 



M.Ed. in TESL Program 
Nancy Cloud, Director 

Educational Studies Department 
Rhode Island College, HBS 206 #5 

600 Mt. Pleasant Avenue 
Providence, RI 02908 
Phone (401) 456-8789 

Fax (401) 456-8284 
ncloud@ric.edu 

The M.Ed. in TESL Program at Rhode Island College  
is Nationally Recognized by TESOL and NCATE 


